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HE province being now fully in 
poſſeſſion of the Auſtrian troops, the 
Princeſs was ſought for without moleſtation, 
in every part, and rewards doubled for her 
diſcovery. Prince Albert having had as gqod 
a night as his mental pains would admit 
of, and being anxious to return to Bel- 
grade, requeited of Polydorus a repeti- 


tion of his balſamic noſtrum, eſpecially to 
Vor. IV. K a wound 
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a wound in his breaſt, which he found 
more uneaſy than any other; and the good 
hermit readily conſenting, the Prince 
prepared for the application. 


Before the ſurgeon took off the ban- 
dages, he removed the picture of Veda's 
mother, which was ſuſpended from the 
Prince's neck by a ribband, and laid it 
on a table which ſtood near him. 


Polydorus having brought his phials, 
and ſome ointments, which he had not 
before produced, arranged them alſo 


upon the ſame table, — when, alas! 


on a ſudden, his aged hands began 
to tremble, his face grew pale, and in the 
act of attempting to kneel, he would have 
fallen upon the earth but for the ſurgeon, 
who ſupported him in his arms, and laid 
him gently on the matting. 


Great indeed was the diſtreſs of Prince 
Albert, who, upon obſerving his ancient 
benefactor 
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benefactor thus affected, apprehended his 
diſorder proceeded from a ſudden call of 
nature, and that his diſſolution was not 
remote. His own vivifying cordial being 


however adminiſtered, the veſtiges of life 


began to reanimate his viſage, and the 
agitation of his body grew leſs violent; 
by degrees he recovered the power of 
ſpeech, and, with faint and faltering ac- 
cents, enquired by what extraordinary or 
myſterious means the picture of his be- 
loved wife came into the poſſeſſion of the 
wounded ſtranger. 


Diſtreſs, upon the part of Zamoiſki, was 


now ſucceeded by aſtoniſhment : the exile 
of Veda's father—the report of his uncer- 
tain deſtiny—the proximity of Kiow, to 
which province he had been baniſhed— 
with that of the preſent ſcene, and other 
circumſtances—allowed no room to doubt 
but the- hermit Polydorus and he were one 
and the ſame perſon. 
| 
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Polydorus had approached the table, 
and was with eager eyes ſurveying the por- 
trait. © It is,“ cried the hermit, © it is 
the ſtriking fimilitude of my departed 
love! It is my Anna's beauteous image, ſent 
by indulgent Heaven to: bleſs the latter period 
of my days — the evening of that life 
whoſe meridian ſummer was warmed by her 
exalted virtues—Tell me, oh telk me all,” 
continued Polydorus ; there muſt be won- 
der in the narrative ! How, where, and 
for what purpoſe was the precious relic 
given to your charge? or elſe by what ac- 
cidental or ſacrilegious means you ob- 
tained it ?”—So ſaying, with all the fervor 
and extacy of youthful paſſion, he preſſed 
it to. his enamoured lips. 


The Prince being free, from the appre- 
henſion of danger, to avow himſelf, placed 
the impaſſioned Polydorus beſide him, 
and in minute detail, gave him a full ac- 
count of himſelf, his birth, his rank, his 
poſſeſſions, his love, his marriage, and 
| | the 


* 


the miſery which he endured for the ab- 


fence of his Veda. 

Merciful Heaven!“ ejaculated Polydo- 
rus, *how wonderful are thy difpenſations : 

Oh, my ſon!” continued he, the Power, 

the high protecting Power, whoſe aitri- 


butes are thoſe of juſtice, whoſe delight 
is the reward of virtue, and who knows. 


the woundings of your generous nature, 
will ſoon expreſs its divine clemency, 
reſtore you to the fond arms of a wife, 
and me to the parental embraces of a 
* daughter! 2 

Being conſcious of poſſeſſing the happy 
means by which he could accompliſh his 


prediction, Polydorus cheered his anxious. 


gueſt with prophecies of returning joys ! 
He knew the Prince was yet but weak, 


and thought that the extacy of a too 


ſudden meeting might poſſibly impede his 
recovery; beſides, he conceived it neceſ- 


fary to prepare his daughter for an event 


ſo pregnant with wonder. 


Scarcely 
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Scarcely had Prince Albert and Poly- 
dorus recovered from their ſurpriſe, 
when Leinſter, anxious to learn the 
ſituation of his friend's health, and 
to communicate the particulars: of the 
If urrender, atrived from Belgrade. Al- 
bert, from the ſame motives of tenderneſs 
which reſtrained Polydorus, with-held the 
immediate communication of Leinſter's 
character and conſanguinity ;. the old man 
had already ſuffered much by extraordinary: 
ſenſibility, andthe Prince therefore thought 
proper to-defer the explanation of further 
wonders : Polydorus retired, full. of gra- 
titude and happineſs; and while he ws 
employed in returning thanks for the un- 
expected bleſſings of Heaven, Albert in- 
formed his friend of the event, which 
he heard with emotions of aſtoniſhment 
and.-filial affection. 


. . 8 finiſhed his pious ori- 
fons, viſited his daughter, whom he found 
amuling the melancholy moments in dreſs- 
ing up 1 the ſcented productions of nature, 
and 


a 


and from whom he could ſcarcely with- 
hold the recent doubly joyful and impor- 
tant diſcovery. He now obſerved in her 
what had before eſcaped his notice — a 
ſtriking ſimilitude of her deceaſed mo- 
ther, and could ſcarcely check the rap- 
tures of his ſenſibility, As he walked 
to her retirement, he had obferved, be- 
tween the cliffs, a ſtraggling body of 
Turkiſh ſoldiers, who, notwithſtanding the 
reduction of the province, he had ſome 
fears might be a banditti without 
any controul, and therefore thought 
it prudent to guard againſt the poſſibility 
aß danger. The exquifite beauty of his 
charge, though ſufficient to excite adora- 
tion in the noble and generous breaſt, 
might, he conceived, produce very diffe- 
rent ſentiments in the minds of barbarians; 
and he therefore recommended her once 

more to the protection of her rural fortreſs. 


From between the trees they could per- 
ceive the party ſtraying nearer the cave; 
and Tus whoſe fears were eaſily alarmed, 

readily 
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readily accepted the old man's propoſal. 
He conducted her therefore through the 
labyrinth again, and left her ſafely en- 
veloped in the beechen ſanctuary. 


4 
Nothing could be more fortunate than 
this precaution ; for the banditti, which, as 
Polydorus ſuſpected, they xeally were, 
aſcended the fide of the mountain, 
and by accident diſcovered the retirement, 
where they regaled themſelves with the 
fruit ahd liquor intended for the Princeſs. 
By ſome kind of accident, however, they 
paſſed the other cave, which prevented ſe- 
rious conſequences, as Leinſter had brought 
- with him from the city a ſtrong guard, to 
prote& his friend againſt any aſſaults that 
might "poſſibly be made in the unſettled 
ſituation of the. province. 


When the Turks were entirely out of 
fight, Polydorus repaired to his cave, 
where having related to his gueſts the cir- 
curnſtance, the ardor of Leinſter could 
ſcarcely be reſtrained from purſuing them; 

but 
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but he was at length diſſuaded. We have 
had enough of blood, ſaid Polydorus, 
te jet us prepare for other ſcenes. The fan- 
ning weſt· wind now breathes gently along 
the mountain; let us, my ſon,” ſaid he to 
Albert, c walk forth and enjoy its ſalubri- 
ty: let me ſhew you all the beauties with 
which kind nature has embelliſhed this ro- 
mantic ſpot, and relate more fully the 
manner in which I have exhauſted near 
twenty years of my ſecluded life. The 
gentle exerciſe, the charming proſpects, 
and the ſingularity of ſome . which 


I ſhall preſent you with, will ſufficiently . 
reward your pains.” 


Albert and Polydorus then walked from 
the cave; and Leinſter, whoſe impatience ® 
to embrace a father could ſcarcely be re- 
ſtrained, followed. The old man then 
pointed, out the moſt beautiful and pic- 
tureſque views of the ſurrounding ſcenery 


and, _— the retreat of Veda, paſſed 


9 
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Into the ſhrubbery, which ſeemed already 
conſcious of its fair inhabitant. 


ce This,” ſaid Polydorus, “ is the ſpot from 
whence my medical ſtores are all produced. 
Herel examinethe various gifts of Heaven; 
and here, by the contrivance and organi- 
zation of each ſpecies of plants and herbage, 
I improve their qualities, effects, and uſes. 
Here I lift my thoughts to that Almighty 
firſt cauſe, who, in bounty and in wiſdom, 
had ordained them all; and here find the 
moſt delightful employment of the ſoul is 
to examine their ſeveral perfections. 


« Yet,” continued Polydorus, © I have 
not confined myſelf merely to the operations 
and deſigns of thoſe infinite proofs of Al- 
mighty goodneſs. From the ſurprizing che. 
miſtry of nature I ſometimes reſort to other 
amuſements; and, by changing the objects 
of my ſtudy, return from the preſent to the 
paſt with greater energy of diſpoſition. 


„ „ When 


„ 


ce Whetr firſt I departed, or rather was 
driven, from ſociety, the image of an 
adored wife was ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon 
my mind and memory, that I determined 
to try my ſkill in ſculpture; and for ſeve- 
ral months, relaxed from ſeverer ſtudies, in 
the fond labour of modelling her ſacred 
image: the yielding ſtem of a fallen cypreſs 
was the material which I choſe to work 
upon; and when J had completed my taſk, 
ſo delighted was I with its perfect ſimili- 
tude, that, to preſerve it from accidental 
profanation or injury, I concealed it within 
the hollow of a tree. Yonder flowery laby- 
rinth leads to. the ſacred mauſoleum of 
this treaſure; the ſight of which may, per- 
aps, be not W 


80 ſaying, -- Medora led the way 3 
the windings of the labyrinth: when they 
arrived within a proper diſtance of the ſpot, 
their reverend guide deſired them to ſtop, 
and wait his return. He had ſome matters, 
he ſaid, to adjuſt, before his workmanſhip 
could be beheld with advantage; but 

L 2 that 


( 112 ) 
| that the delay would be only momen- 
tary. 0 


Repairing to the conſcious tree, and 


making the uſual ſignal, the bark was let 


down. Veda, apprehenſive of ſome dan-. 


ger, had waited anxiouſly for his return; 


and ſpoke her fears with a tenderneſs, that 
charmed the ears of a fond father. He 
came, he ſaid, to prepare her for an event 
which would ſoon follow, both pleaſing 
and wonderful : requeſting, therefore, that 
ſhe would not be alarmed at what might 
happen, and that ſhe would continue in her 
tation for a ſhort time, cloſed the aperture, 


and again retired. 


Although thePrincels regarded Polydorus 
as a ſubordinate or titulary deity, ſhe yet 
ſuffered ſome diſquietude at words, - the 


myſtery whereof ſhe could not in the leaſt 


- unravel. She waited, notwithſtanding, pa- 
tiently ; and the hermit again joining the 


friends, addreſſed them as follows. 


Upon 


E 


« Upon the ſculpture which I am forth- 


with to ſhew you, know, that by the com- 
bined powers of ſtudied mechaniſm, I. 


have beſtowed the moſt ſtri king attributes 


of animation. You ſhall, with wonder, , 


behold its eyes ſhine 'with the ſteady re- 


tulgence of celeſtial] orbs, its mouth ſhall 
utter celeſtial melody, and its majeſtic form, 
as if moved by the ſecret ſprings of nature, 
ſhall rife before you! You muſt guard, 
therefore, your feeble ſenſes againſt the 
magic effects of human ingenuity, and. 


follow me.“ 


Albert and Leinſter. heard him with'. 


aſtoniſhment and concern; and, imputing, 
his words, and the fervour with which they 


were ſpoken to a paroxiſm of mental infir- - | 
mity, and lamented his declining reaſon; 


they followed notwithſtanding, and ſuffered 
themſelves to be placed at a certain diſ- 


tance ; from whence, under ſevere inter- 


ditions, they were enjoined not to move, 
until commanded. . one 


E 3. After 
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After a ſhort and fervent ejaculation, 
which was not feigned, Polydorus gave the 
ſignal and the tree opening, inſtantly diſ- 
covered the Princefs, like the Genius of 
the grove, ſeated in a. graceful attitude, 
and adorned by all the charms which the 
| hermi it had proclaimed : 3 


Whether, in things ſupernatural, beauty 
or deformity be moſt alarming to the hu- 
| man mind, has not yet been decided by 

- . __ Philoſophy. At this unexpected appearance, 
bihe two heroic friends [the terror of infi- 
dels, and the electric ſhocks of battles ! ] re- 
ceded, as if ſcared by a hoſt of enemies : 
while the ſuppoſed viſion, breathing ſhort, 
Voith agitated feelings, aroſe and deſcended 
from her ſtation, 


The imagination wt a Fuſelli cond not 

| conceive any thing more wild, perplexed, 
and aſtoniſhed, than the looks and figures of 
Albert and his gallant friend—the magic 
pencil of a Peters, create nothing more di- 
vine chan Veda. They now began to know 
each 


(rng. Y 


— 


each other, and in a few moments ruſſied 


into the folds of tranſport ! 


« Veda, my charming Veda!“ „Albert, 
my adored Albert!” my beaureous ſiſter !” 
my beloved brother!“ were all that, in 
ſnort and broken accents, could be heard 
or diſtinguiſned; when Polydorus, who 


with a luxury of delight beheld the ſcene, 


at the names of brother, and “ ſiſter, 


— 


eagerly interrupted the felicity. 


« What new wonders!” ſaid Polydorus 
to Albert, what further bleſſings, my 
ſon, are now preparing for us? and when 


ſhall the raptures of my aged heart ceaſe to 
be too exquiſite?” Then turning to Veda, 


«« Blefſed fruit of mutual love,” faid he, 


« whom Heaven has ſent, all ripe. and 
lovely, to my. fond embrace, receive a 


father's bleſſing. And you, continued he,“ 


to Leinſter, ** whoſe friendly offices claim 
the name of brother, may you alſo be 
bleffed and happy.“ 4 


Polydorus 


900 ** 


Foy dorus and Veda 8 yet both 
loſt in myſtery, . Prince Albert, ſufficiently 
recovered, undertook the kind offer of. 
removing the veil, and preſented not only 
Veda, but his brave friend, to the em- 
braces of a ſtill more aſtoniſhed father,— 
The Princeſs, who had already antici- 
pated by ſympathy the filial affections of 
a child, was eaſily induced to believe what 
was recited; but Polydorus, whoſe cup 
already contained ſo many mingled bliſſes, 
ſeemed incredulous. of further joys. 


Leinſter, however, obſerving his fas. 
ther's incertainty, produced an evidence 
(unknown before to both Albert and the 
Princeſs) which inſtantly removed all 
doubts. Extending his right hand, he 
diſplayed a crimſon- ſtain reſembling the 
figure of a ſceptre, with which nature 
had marked him in his birth, and of 
which he knew Polydorus muſt have a full 
remembrance... It is enough, my ſon!” 
cried Polydorus ; and claſping him in bis 
arms, remained for ſome moments ab- 

ſorbed 


borbed i in ſilent effuſions of parental al. 
fection. 


Happineſs became now more tranquil— 
The fond relatives adjourned. to Veda's 
hermitage, and there entered more par- 
ticularly into the eventful narratives of 
each other's lives. Polydorus, in parti- 
cular, repeated the ſeveral more remark- 
able occurrences of his exile, and aſſigned 
the reaſons for his retiring from Kiowa, 
and ſecluſion from the world. | 


He had been, he ſaid, but a ſhort time 
ſettled at the place of his baniſhment, when 
the malice: of his enemies, who feared his 
innocence. would one day become manifeſt, 
to their confuſion, purſued. hin private 
letters from Peterſburgh had guard: 
from an aſſaſſination which was intended ; . 
and his own judgment, knowing, as he 
did, the power of his opponents, induced 

him to leave the province without acquaint- 
ing any one of his deſtination—a deſti- 
E a nation 


( 


| nation which was indeed to himſelf, anFe 
time, uncertain, | 


He travelled through many parts of 
Turkey, where aſſuming the dreſs and 
character of a Greek pilgrim, he met with 
no violence; but, the recollection of his 
wife and child, and all the ineſtimable 
comforts of domeſtic happineſs, made the 

- ſociety of his ſpecies irkſome. He ſtrayed 
through towns and villages with apathy, 
or rather with-diſlike ; and at length hear- 
ing from a Chriſtian miſſionary of the ſo- 
litary manſion which he then inhabited, 
he directed his anxious footſteps there, 
and devoted his-whole life to religion and 

the ſecret qualities of herbs— Heaven, he 
faid, had aided him in both: his faith had 
been ſtrengthened by acquaintance with 
revelation, and his good: works atteſted 
by the ſervices: he had rendered his fellow 
Creatures... | 


The party which attended Leinſter, had 
brought with them proviſions and accom- 
modations: 


6 
modations of every ſort, and the happy 
groupe, in returning to the cave, ſaw a 
table laid out in the European faſhion, 
with a choice aſſortment of viands and 
liquors of every kind. So many years were 
paſſed ſince Polydorus had beheld any thing 
of that kind, that at firſt he was ſtruck 
with the pleaſing appearance of novelty ; 
but fo ſtrong were the effects of habit, 
that the effluvia inſtead of exciting, palled 
the appetite ; nor could all the perſuaſions 
of his friends and children induce him to 
partake of the repait. He had long be- 
come a rigid diſciple of Pythagoras, and 
conſidered the deſtruction of ſubordinate 
animals for the ſupport of ſuperior beings, 
an offence againſt the deſigns of Providence. 


For a few days, until the balfams of 
Polydorus had almoſt entirely reſtored the 
Prince, the whole party having erected 
military tents on the fide of the mountain, 
remained in that charming retirement ; 
but as ſoon as returning health permitted, 
the neceſſity of attending the Field-Mar- 

ſhal 
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Mal Copano indiſpenſable; and every 
thing was-ordered to be in readineſs for a 
| I. Polydorus e to look es 
the ds, caſt a ſudden. Leen over the 
nne peace. 


Such, bi ven; Fl the now inſeparable 
affection of Polydorus, that inſtead of re- 
fuſing to unite again with ſociety, he rea- 
dily accepted the propoſal of his children; 
and though not without tears of gratitude 
for the place which' had ſo many years 
afforded him peace and improvement, he 
took a final * his ren ng | 
* as Albert A to Belgrade, 
his firſt buſineſs was to tranſmit a formal 
complaint to the Sublime Porte, againſt 
the Pacha Oſmin, whom he charged with 
a breach of national faith, with . intentions 
of connubial violation, and with ſuborna- 
tion of murder. Oſmin denied the ſeveral 
charges; but they were all fully eſtabliſhed, 


. by 9 „or living evidence. 
| | The 


't wr} 


The body of Ruvinus, in the dreſs of : 


Albert, which Caled, inſtead of commit- 


ing to the earth, had thrown into the 


Save, was found by mariners ; and ſe- 
veral Servians, who had oppoſed the pro- 


greſs of Veda's eſcort, proved the Pacha's' 


| intentions of ſending her £0 o Samandrin. 


Oſinin had Xcfended the city wich the 


moſt reſolute courage; but the capture 
thereof was a mortifying ſtroke to the Otto- 
man greatneſs : and the Viſier, who at 
that time began to loſe his popularity, 
thought the death of a Pacha would di- 


vert the general murmurings ; he there- 


fore ſtrongly urged the truth and turpi- 
tude of thoſe charges, and at length pre- 


vailed upon the Sultan to have him ſtrang- 


led—the fatal bow - ſtring was preſented at 
Orſova, and his head ſent * e to 
=y % 


| In ſome time the officer who had been 
def patched with an account of the capture of 
Belgrade, to the Empreſs, returned, and 
Vol. IV. M brought 
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brought advices, that the whole province 
of Wiatka was in actual rebellion. The 
mercileſs tyranny of Czerſkaſkoi had at 
length exceeded the poſſibility of human 
bearing, and the enraged inhabitants had 
at laſt adopted a violent reſiſtance. By the 
ſame officer, an order was ſent to Leinſter, 
commanding him, as his corps were well 
acquainted with the country, to march 
immediately into that province, for the 
purpoſe of ſuppreſſing the inſurgents, 
and enquiring into the cauſe of diſcon- 
tent. e | 


This order was cheerfully received by 
| Leinſter, whoſe natural genius was active 
and daring ; and the Auſtrian campaign 
being finiſhed by the capture of Belgrade, 
. and the ſubjugation of Servia, Prince Al- 
bert propoſed ſending his corps into Po- 
land, and accompanied by the Princeſs 
and her father, to make a circuitous tour by 
the way of Wiatka to Peterſburgh. No- 
thing could be more acceptable to Lein- 
ſter, than thus dee but the Princeſs 
1 ſhuddered 
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hnuddered at the idea of Czerſkaſkoi ; and 
Polydorus, though he knew the ſtrength 
of his preſent influence with the Czarina, 
thought it neceſſary to obtain her abſolu- 
tion and leave in form. | AP 


The apprehenſions of Veda were ſoon 
fuppreſſed ; as, whatever might have been 
the preſumption of Czerſkaſkoi before her 
marriage, it was ſuggeſted as impoſſible: 
chat in her preſent dignified and ſacred; * 
character, he would dare in any way 
preſume to diſturb her peace, or that 
of Prince Albert, whoſe real ſtation 
and conſequence were now fully known; 
and, in reſpe& to Polydorus, the pro- 
priety of whoſe ſentiments was highly 

approved of, it was determined that he 
ſhould remain at Moſcow, until his pre- 
ſence at Peterſburgh ſhould be formally 
admitted by the royal 2 
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. ching being, in a ſhort time, 
prepared for their departure, Field-Mar- 
ſhal Laudhon felt a deſire of teſtifying, by 
M 2 ſome 
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for the two intrepid friends, and his ap- 


probation of their gallantry and conduct. 

Accordingly, he fent them a formal invi- 
tation to a ſumptuous dinner, and in the 
evening ordered the whole Ap to be 
drawn out. 


„ 


At a Final by ſound. of trumpet, the: 


old General and his gueſts iſſued from the 


tent; and, the forces being formed in a. 


* 
: = 


deep creſcent, advanced to the center of 
the concave, where embracing them with 
affe&ion, he returned them thanks for their 
ſervices, and made an eloquent eulogium 


upon their warlike ſpirit, and the mag- 


nanimous 19 88875 15 which 0 were 
united. | Ec. 


N che aid he We at; 
kill, and exemplary piety of Polydorus 


h paſs without their civie honours : the Ser- 


vians, among whom bis virtues were re- 
vered, ene in multitudes to pay him 
. the 
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the valediftory tributes of their gratitude, 


and expreſſed their ſenſe of his eſtimation 
with tears of unteigned love. 


The venerable Polydorus partook of- 


their generous ſenſations ;. and, as a laſt 
teſtimony of his zeal for their happineſs, 
addreſſed them to the following religious 
and moral purport: . Friends,” ſaid he, 
% with whom 1. bave ſpent ſo many years, 
and from wWhom, though but a ſojourner, 
I have received ſo many-proofs of affection, 
attend to my laſt: words, and ſuffer them 


to make an impreſſion on your hearts, equal 


to the zeal with which I. pronounce them. 


It. has: pleaſed. the great Ruler of heaven 


and earth to give you a new maſter, a new 


government; and to ſuch of you as are 
not already Chriſtians, if inclined to accept 


the offer — a. new religion — you may now 
freely compare the truths of Chriſtian faith 
to the fictions of Mahometiſm, and riſe 
from the low and contracted prejudices 
of impoſition. and fear; to the exalted: 
heights of reaſon and free agency; to 
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bol nature, to that divine effence by which the 


cw) 
that ſyſtem which enlarges the human fa- 
culties, which inſpires the moſt noble; 
grand, and magnificent ideas of the power 


and wiſdom of the Deity and which guides 
the feeble mind, through the various works 


whole is animated and informed — which 
induces to unite in true affection with all, 
and of whatever nation that are truly virtu- 
ous; and whichleads us in harmony andpeace 
from the ſtorms of this ſublunary world, 
to the harbour of eternal happineſs. Vou, 
who already poſſeſs the ſacred qualities of 
this faith, do you endeavour to cultivate: 
it in otherg—It will kindle: and augment: 
the: celeſtial. lame of univerſal love, and. 
unbounded benevolence; it will diſpel the 
gloomy clouds of prejudice, and exalt 
the ſoul to its divine nature.” This, con- 
tinued Polydorus, © is all the legacy I 
can leave. you; may you . it, and: 
be happy!“ 
1 he words of Polydorus were heard 
wich delight by the Servian Chriſtians, 
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and ahhh; with ſeeming approbation;. | 
by*thoſe of Turkiſh perfuaſion : tears were 
ſhed by all; and the crowd diſperſed with: 
_ appearance. of ſincere ſorrow. 


— * 


The route purſued by this er and 
happy groupe, and the troops under the: 
command of Leinſter, was nearly the ſame 
as that already mentioned in the journey of 
Ruvinus — the Black and. Aſofian ſeas, 
es the river W 


Being b but a ſhort way waa in the: 
gloomy. province of Wiatka, they beheld;. 
with horror, the melancholy effects of 

fyſtematic tyranny. Lands uncultivated, 
habitations deſerted, all the mutual delights 
received and returned in the. poſſeſſion of 
focial freedom, baniſhed; all the gene- 
rous confidence of a people governed by 
juſtice and equity, deſtroyed; in ſhort, the 
fcene was altogether deſolation, diſcord, 

violence, and flaughter.. . 


=o 


« Had 
: % 


Had the n of ms, been 
conſigned to a perſon leſs humane and 
generous, the progreſs would have been 
calamitous; but the noble intrepidity of 
Leinſter was ſo mixed with compaſſion, | 
that, although his miniſterial. inſtructions 
were inconſiderate and ſanguinary, his en- 
deavours were conciliating and merciful. 
By ſuch means he rendered himſelf at once 
both popular and formidable, and found 
his reward in the ſubmiſſion. and bleſling 
of the wretched inhabitants.. | 


4 


The Empreſs, though unacquainted with 


any ſecret correſpondence. between Czer- 


ſkaſkoi and the Pacha, had been induced, 
by repeated complaints of the. Prince's 
cruelty, to ſuperſede him in his go- 


vernment; and to make him anſwer, at 
Peterſburgh, for the. oppreſſions he had 
practiſed in Wiatka. An expreſs was there- 


fore deſpatched, which met Leinſter upon 
his landing at the banks of the Wolga, 
and which contained a commiſſion, ap- 
pointing him to the. ſucceſſion ; together 
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with orders for ſending Czerſkafkoi 'F pri- 
Her to the capital, | 


1 * forces were therefore marched im- 
mediately towards the Caſtle of St. Antho-g 
ny; and, every aſſurance of redreſs being 
given to the diſtreſſed peaſantry, the coun- 
try began to reſume the aſpect of induſtry, 
and the people, of content and confidence. 


Towards the cloſe of the ſecond day's 
march, and within a few miles of the caftle, 
a prodigious light appeared in the weſtern 
atmoſphere; and ſeveral of the ſoldiers, who- 
well knew the firuatioa of Czerſkaſkoi's re- 
fdence, declared it to proceed from that 
quarter. The averſion in Which he was held 
by the country, and the open revolt of the: 

people, made the information probable. 
The forces. were, therefore, ordered to. 
expedite their march; and in a ſhort time 
nn the ſuſpicions. 


The caſtle a prodigious Gothic oh | 
had. yet * the fury of the conflagra- 
8 _ 
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tion; but the walls and annexed buildings, 
which were all of wood, appeared a terrific 


blaze of fire; the enraged multitude had. 
thrown large timbers acroſs the mote, and 


many had already mounted the walls, 


calling out and threatening deſtruction to 
che deteſted o ner. 


e eee ſuch as theſe, no 
time was to be loſt—compaſſion muſt give 
place to duty. The arrival of Leinſter was 
ſoon known, and ſubmiſſion as ſoon de- 
manded; but the rage was too fervent and 
headſtrong to be immediately ſuppreſſed; 


and the troops were, though reluctantly, 


commanded to fire. Many of the furious 
aſſailants were killed and wounded ;. ſome. 


Hed ; and others, inflexible, reſolving on 
reſiſtance, ſtood their ground; and ſeemed. 


to defy the confequences : a ſecond unavoid- 
able: diſcharge. of muſquetry, however, 


| ſhewed them the folly of. oppoſition ; and. 


they en er e into the coun- 
try. 


The: 


( oY 
The flames from the outer buildings had 


by thistime communicated to an angle of the 
caſtle, and burned with great violence; but, 


by che wonderful exertions of the ſoldiers, | 


they were at length extinguiſhed. The 
_ moat was happily full of water; and there 
were two large engines, always kept in 
readineſs, which were uſed with great 
effect. 


4h the united labour of numbers in 


the application of water, and throwing 
down the remaining erections, the fire was 
in ſome time completely overpowered : 
and Leinſter, in the name of the Czarina, 
demanded admittance into the caftle. It 
ſhould be obſerved, that, during the con- 


flagration, Prince Albert, Polydorus, and 


the Princeſs, remained in a houſe ſituate at 


2 proper diſtance; ſo that Leinſter, wen 


the gates were thrown open, entered alone. 


Upon aſking for the governor, he was 
conducted by a pallid, trembling ſlave, 
through a long gallery, to a remote apart- 

ment, 
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Nn. 1 
ment, in that part of the caſtle to which the 
fire had communicated. 


Although he was well acquainted with 
the perſon and features of Czerſkaſkoi, he 
could ſcarcely obſerve, in the figure which 
then preſented itſelf, atiy remains of his 
former appearance. The loſs of his arm, 
the deadly paleneſs of his viſage, and the 
emaciated habit of his body, together with 
the fear of death, which muſt have been 
inevitable, but for the arrival of the forces, 
had altogether ſo changed him, that it was 
ſometime before the Viſcount could believe 
W to be the ſame being. 


He was reclined upon a couch, on n which 
alſo lay a caſe of piſtols and a poniard, and 
at the oppoſite fide of the room was ſeated 
a beautiful young female, in the plain habit 
of a ruſtic. His intentions were, had his 
purſuers forced the caſtle, or the fire de- 
ſtroyed it, rather than fall into the hands 
of the firſt, or periſh by the latter, todeſtroy 
both himſelf and this innocent young 

a 6 | creature, 


| + 
creature; whom injuſtice and ſenſuality 
had forced into his power 


She was the daughter of a neighbouring 
huſbaridman, and much admired for her 
perſonal endowments ; ſought after in mar- 
riage by many of her own rank; and at 
length betrothed, according to the cuſtom 


of Ruſſia, to a youth of equal merit: they 


had loved long and tenderly, and their 
future happineſs was predicted by all who 
knew their manners and their virtue. 


But, in an evil hour, Czerſkaſkoi being 


informed of her beauty, with the open 


violence of a deſpot, had her ſeized and 
brought to the caſtle for his meretricious 


gratification. In vain did her aged parents 


implore compaſſion, in vain did her diſ- 
tracted huſband call out for juſtice; ſhe was 


forced from their embraces, and doomed 


the victim of luſt and violation. 


It was, however, from this act of inſup- 
6 portable oppreſſion, that the fierce indigna- 
Vor. IV. N | tion 
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tion of the peaſants, and this attack upon 
the caſtle proceeded. Fortunately the bride- 
groom, though among thoſe who ſtood . the 
fire of Leinſter's ſoldiers, eſcaped unhurt ; 
and as fortunately, the aſſault being made 
immediately after the bride was carried off, 
the raviſher had not an opportunity of 
perpetrating his deſigns. 


When Czerſkaſkoi, who had no. previous 

intimation of what was going forward 
againſt him at Peterſburgh, or of Leinſter's 
arrival, ſaw him enter the apartment, his 
fears encreaſed to terror! He well re- 
membered the cauſe he had given for re- 
ſentment, and dreaded conſequences of 
which, however, the generous nature of the 
Viſcount was ſuperior to the thought of. 


' Obſerving his abject fears, and commi- 
ſerating his fallen ſtate, Leinſter informed 
him that he had nothing to apprehend from 
perſonal reſentment. The complaints 
of thoſe over whom the Empreſs had 
* him, had at ge reached the 


royal 


C 19S OF 
royal ear; and the courſe of juſtice muſt 
now be regularly purſued againſt him: his 
government was diffolyed, and his-perſon 
2 priſener. 


The commiſſion by which Leinſter was 
appointed to ſucceed him, and the order 


ef the Czarina for his immediate appear- 
ance at Peterſburgh, were then produced. 
A proper guard was placed upon him for 


that night; and the new governor, leaving 
him in all the expreſſive agony of deſpair, - 


was preparing to retire, when the charming 
ruſtic, who, agitated by a thouſand con- 
flicting emotions, had not yer broke filence, 
fell on her knees, repeated her ſtory with 
fimple eloquence, and begged for juſtice 
and protection. 


Leinſter did not ſuffer her to remain long 
in that humble attitude, but, raiſing her 
bid her be aſſured of both. He then 
gave orders that enquiry ſhould be inſtant- 
ly made for her parents and huſband, and 
that ſhe ſhould be taken proper care of 
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until reſtored to their arms. As an angry. 
| tyger, when taken ſuddenly in the toils, 
| beholds, reſcued from his ghaſtly jaws, a 
lamb which he had juſt ſeized upon; ſo did 


Czerſkaſkoi view the eſcape of this able 
and innocent ruſtic. 


__ Czerſkaſkoi * removed, under a 
ſtrong guard, to a place of ſecurity, the 
next morning Leinſter, in the name of the 
+ Czarina, together with Albert, the Princeſs, 
and Polydorus, took poſſeſſion of the caſtle; 
vchere they received the compliments of the 
principal nobility, and the provincial offi- 
cers, both civil and military; and where 
immediately, according to ſpecial com- 
mands, a proceſs of enquiry into the admi- 
niſtration of his predeceſſor was opened; 
the complaints againſt him, were many and 
flagitious. Several minions of his will were 
removed from office; - others, leſs culpable, 
| ſuſpended ; and ſome ſeverely cenſured. 
Under an influence ſo corrupt as that 
of Czerſkaſkoi, nothing but impurity could 
proſper, nothing thrive but rankneſs 


It 
1 
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It became neceſſary, however, to make 
temporary appointments in place of thoſe 
vacated by diſmiſſion; and in Order to 
do this with propriety, the moſt uni- 
verſally good characters were choſen—the 
public voice was the recommendation, and 
the public atteſtation the indemnity. Many, 
whom the deſpot had, without com- 
penſation, put out of office, under the 
narrow pretence of ceconomy, were taken 
from obſcurity and diſtreſs, and reſtored 
to the reſpect and comforts of ſociety ; 
and every department of the. ſtate ſup- 
ported with a dignity equal to its inſtitu- 
tion, and the Imperial, conſequence of 
the reigning ſovereign. 


The laws of the province were now executed 
with juſtice and expedition. The horrible 
abuſes ob public gaols were reformed, and 
the puniſhment of offenders made uſeful 
to the community. Induſtry, ſcience, 
genius, trade and manufactures, were en- 
couraged, enlarged, and rewarded; and 
in ſhort, ſuch was the wiſdom and ur- 
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banity of Leinſter, that under his go- 
vernment men felt themſelves ſuch; love 
began to reign ; Hymen's torch- to burn 
brighter; ſocial joys to multiply; the 
gloomy hills of Wiatka to exult, and the 
vallies to {mile in gladneſs ! 


When matters were- nearly in readineſs 
for Czerſkaſkoi's departure, Albert called 
upon him 'in his confinement ; and, not- 
withſtanding the report of Leinſter, 
was fhocked at the alteration, which 
guilt, more than time, had effected in 
his perſon. After acquainting him with 
all he knew of his ſuppoſed concealed tur- 
pitude; his information of Veda's jour- 
ney; the treacherous correſpondence be- 
tween him and Oſmin; and the circum- 
ſtances of Ruvinus's death; to confirm 
all, he produced his own letters, toge- 
ther with the Pacha's anſwer, taken from 
the pockets of his dead paraſite! 


The guilt of treaſon, being of the 
higheft degree, and its puniſhment the 
| EY moſt 
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moſt exemplary and ſevere, the Prince 
obſerved, that it became neceſſary he 
ſhould be prepared for his defence; be 
therefore laid before him the body of the 
evidence, which would appear againft him : 
and, thereby, notwithſtanding the ſecret 
injuries which the tyrant had done, and en- 
deavoured todo him, afforded the only poſ- 
fible chance of refutation, by explaining. 


the nature and the proofs. of what would 
be charged n bim. 


The miſerable Czerſkaſkoi, who had no 
fuſpicion of being detected in his treaſons, 
appeared loſt and confounded in conſcious 
eriminality. The death of Ruvinus, whoſe 
return had been long expected, was a 
ſtroke of death to his hopes; and the 
letters found in the pockets of that faith- 
ful agent, uncontrovertible documents of 
his crime. He affected, however, a ſenſe 
of ingenuous gratitude, complained of 
heavy indiſpoſition, and begged for the 
9 to be left alone. 
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Tbe following day was appointed fos 
the commencement of his journey ; a cloſe 
_ carriage,. to ſcreen him from the ſneers and 
viſible inſults. of the people, was prepared; 
and no leſs a guard than one hundred. 
huffars ordered to attend him. But, alas! 
all was unneceſſary. Soon after Prince 
Albert had left. the priſon, the hand that 
had ſo often attempted to cut the thread 
of life in others, put an end to his own 
exiſtence ! The officer of the guard, upon 
going to announce his departure, found 
him quite dead and extended on the floor 
of his apartment with a concealed poi- 
nard he had pierced his own heart, and 
by a laſt act of deſperation ſealed an awful 
judgment upon all the former. 


* 


22 


When the news of his death became 
public, the populace could ſcarcely be 
reſtrained from forcing. the priſon, and 
committing acts of” diſgrace upon the 
body: they were, however, prevented by 
expreſs orders of the governor, and he 

Was 
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was privately: depoſited in che vault of 
his ne 2 5 


4 Sarees had Leinſter, with the united 
advice and aſſiſtance of the ſage Polydorus 
and Prince Albert reſtored to, or rather 
originated in, the Province of Wiatka, the 
bleſſings of civil and religious liberty, 
when an expreſs arrived with an account of 
the Czarina's being ſeriouſly attaked by an 
alarming indiſpoſition; and adding, that 
great diviſions ſubſiſted in the cabinet re- 
ſpecting the eſtabliſhment of a regency. 
The heir apparent, whoſe manly ſenſe and 
ſpirit, whoſe liberal munificence, and 
whoſe gracious perſon, were formed by 
nature for Imperial dignity, was yet op- 
poſed in the conſtitutional extent of his de- 
legation, by the cold and ſuſpicious ſpirit 
of an artful and phlegmatic miniſtry; by a. 
heterogeneous groupe, whom accident had 
removed from obſcurity ; and whom the: 
political confuſion of a moment had auk= 


_ - wardly placed in office. 
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Trembling at their impending fall, and 

deſpairing of abſolution from a clemency 

which they had ſo often inſulted, they endea- 

+  Youred to obviate a noble ſenſe of injuries, 

buy an abridgment of conſtitutional power; 

and to avoid the puniſhment of inſolent 

, offences, by the introduction of a feeble 
and illegitimate authority. 


be heir apparent, already enthroned in 
the hearts of all noble- minded men, was of 
eourſe-beloved by Leinſter and Zamoiſk i. 
Their letters adviſed them of the ſuperior 
elevation of mind with which he conducted 
himſelf upon an occaſion ſo trying and im 
portant; and. they haſtened their intended 
journey to the capital; not only with a 
view to contribute their aſſiſtance and in- 
- fluence, in his favour but to be perſonal 
In of his magnanimity. "OF" Bip 


Ariorilingly, baving ſettled every thing 
neceſſary for the good order of the pro- 
vince, and appointed a council of three 
wiſe. and popular noblemen, in whom the 

temporary 
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temporary government was abſolutely veſt- 
ed, they, together with the Princeſs and 
her venerable parent, ſet off for Peterſ- 
burgh, as had already been determined, 
by way of Moſcow. 


In the courſe of an intimacy ſo cloſe and 


affectionate, Prince Albert had often men- 


tioned the amiable qualities and beauty of 
his ſiſter ¶ the ſame for whom he had in- 
tended the picture given as a token of his 
tenderneſs to Veda ]|-while on this journey, 
for the firſt time, he produced a portrait of 
that charming relative; and, with an air of 
peculiar meaning, deſired Leinſter's opini- 
- on of the performance, Already half en- 
amoured, by report, of the original, the 
Viſcount was at once ſo ſtruck with the 


lovely ſimilitude, that it was. ſome mo- 


ments before he could give utterance to his 
ſenſibility : at length, however, he de- 
clared that the ſubject muſt have inſpired 
the artiſt, for that he had never ſeen, alto- 
gether, ſo enchanting a production. The 
Prince appeared highly gratified by his 

appro- 
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approbation z ; je" Veda elegantly ob wel 
upon the neatneſs of his compliment. 


. Having, by briſk journies, arrived at 
Moſcow, where Semproni had already pro- 
vided a houſe for their reception ; it was 
judged expedient, for the Ny of the 
Princels, who ds r 


« As women wiſh to be, ws love their Lords," — 


to reſt there a few days: the accounts from 
Peterſburgh of the Empreſs's health were, 
happily, favourable ; and, therefore, the 
_ of an importance. 


In the evening of the ſecond day after 
their arrival, a detachment of cavalry, with 
two ſtate priſoners, an officer and his lady, 
under their care, halted in Moſcow, on 
their way to the dreary wilds of Siberia. 
Semproni happened, by accident, to be at 

the guard-houſe where they ſtopped; and, 
indulging, with many others, a natural 
| cCurioſity 


N . 
do ſee cheir perſons, placed himſelf in che 


paſſage through which they were to enter an 
inner apartment, prepared on purpoſe for 


ne in their unhappy uation. 


When the avenue was Wa guarded, 


h they alighted from the vehicle, or rather 
moving priſon which contained them. The 
female was cloſely muffled up, ſo that no 


part of her face could be obſerved ; but 


the male, who appeared in regimentals, - 
was immediately known by Semproni to be 


no other than Colonel de St. Foix! Seeing 
Semptoni, be appeared equally pleaſed and 


aſtoniſhed; and would have ſtopped: to 


converſe with him, but the ruftians who 
had him in charge hurried him into the 


apartment; at the ſame time, threatening 
Semproni with corporeal puniſhment” for 


daring to know him. 


125 ” muſt be ſuppoſed, the news of this 
extraordinary accident ſoon reached the re- 


ſidence of Prince Albert and his com- 
panions. Nothing could exceed the ſur- 


Vor. IV. 2 prize 


and, in impaſſioned language, endeavour- 
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prize and concern which it | produced; 


friendſhip and compaſſion, were heightened 


by gratitude ; and the generous reſolution 
of ſeeing, and, if poſſible, alleviating the 
diſtreſs of the A AR was immediately 
ann, | MEE, 


"The knw conſequence of Zamorki, 
and the new governor of Wiarka, was, 
notwithſtanding the rigour of this tempo- 


rary dureſs, ſufficient to procure them ad- 


miſſion; but the reſpe& due to the 
governor of Moſcow induced them to 
make a formal application for that pur- 
poſe. The governor appeared happy in 
an inſtant acquieſcence; and as the piſoners 
were only permitted to take ſome neceſſary 
- refreſhment, and to wait while a relief of 
eſcort was getting ready, the friends as in- 
ſtantly repaired to the guard-houſe. 


Nothing could ſurpaſs the extravagant 
Joy and emotion of the Colonel, at their ap- 
Pearance. He folded them each in his arms, 


ed 
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ed to explain the cle FA caſe ; 
but finding himſelf incapacitated by the 
tumult of his feelings, he reſigned the taſk. 
to his wife, whoſe. more temperate and cool 
judgment performed it with tolerable accu- 
racy. She was not, however, without na- 
tural ſenſibility; and, before ſhe could' 
commence. her narrative, was relieved by a 
_ of tears. 


889 


e Some time after your „ for the 

- frontiers,” ſaid Madam de St. Foix, “a per- 
fon, in the character of a Jew. merchant, 

arrived at Peterſburgh. He announced 
himſelf a merchant of Rotterdam, ſaid his 
name was Offorio, that he was by birth a 
| Portuguezez and by religion a Jew. He 
produced letters of extenſive credit upon 

the firſt houſes in the city; opened rooms 

for the exhibition of valuable jewellery and 
trinkets; and, in ſhort, became - known 

and reſpeged by every perſon of note in 

Peterſburgh. His rooms were the public 
rendezvous. of faſhion ; and his addreſs: 

| . and 


* ; * 
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and; manners che 2 ropic of ow | 
| en n. 


198 0 « Colonel de St. Foix and myſelf. were 
ſo much pleaſed with his company, that 
we had him frequently at our apartments 
in the palace; recommended bim to all our 
friends, and did not heſitate to let him mix 
with our numerous connections. The Cza- 
rina herſelf, having heard his praiſes, con- 
deſcended to converſe with him; and, in 
ſhort, ſo conciliating were all his actions, 
that be diffuſed N and enen in 
every circle. 

4 7 His. ſociety, ' however,” continued 
Madam de St. Foix, * ſoon proved fatal to 
our peace, and gave our ſecret enemies 
for we were ignorant of any —an open op- 
portunity of effecting our ruin. The ſecre- 
tary of the laſt Ruſſian embaſſy to Sweden, 

happened, unexpectedly, to arrive from 
Spa, where he had been for the benefit of 
the waters, ſince the commencement of 
hoſtilities with that nation; and going, 
among 
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among others, to the rooms of Offorio, im-- 
mediately knew him, notwithſtanding his 
diſguiſe, to be a major in the ſervice of 
the Swediſh monarch. The ſurprize pro- 
duced in the ſecretary, by this unexpected 
metamorphoſis, was immediately obſerved 
by Oſſorio, who, in a moment, found that 
he was diſcovered ; and who was well. 
aware of the fatal conſequences, ſhould he 
remain any longer in Peterſburgh. 


re As ſoon, therefore, as the company re- 
tired, Oſſorio packed up every article of 
conſiderable value; and, putting on a 
fecond diſguiſe, that he always had pre- 
pared, ſhould neceſſity demand it, effected 
an inſtant eſcape, by means of a veſſel which 
that * ſailed for the Port of London. 


1 0 9 the apartments of Oſſorio, 
the ſecretary flew, with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, to the miniſter,” who, fortunately for 
the ſpy, was not then viſible. He hap- 
pened to be in one of thoſe impertinent. 

paroxiſms of uppiſh auſterity to which he 
0 | O 3 1 
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is too "RUIN liable ; and thus the fugl- 


tive was allowed time to eſcape the violent 
and ignominious penalty of, his avocation. 
45 At twelve o 'clock bo ſame. night, 
however, the Colonel and myſelf, being 
retired to reſt, and totally ignorant of what 


had happened, heard a noiſe of ſeveral 


feet and voices in the apartment leading to 


our chamher; the door of which being 


puſhed opeh with violence, we were im- 
mediately ſurrounded in our bed, by a- 
body of guards and peace officers, with an 
order from the miniſter, not only for 
making us both priſoners, but for ſearching 


our apartments in every part. The Colonel 


was obliged to deliver uphis keys; when, lo! 
to my ſurprize and terror, a ſmall box 


was obſerved in the upper part of a bureau, 


Which, being opened, was found to con- 
tain letters from the Swediſh miniſter to 

Offorio, with copies of his anſwers, . and a 
variety of other papers; drafts of all the 
fortifications; contents of all the ammunition: 
ſtores; the number of ſoldiers intended to 


4 OY rr Y 
act againſt Swain; and an accurate de- 
ſcription of the Ruſſian navy: all of which. 


* 


had been made and collected by Oſſorio, 


during his continuance in the capital. 


At ſight of this myſterious and alarm 


ing evidence of treaſon,” faid Madam 


de St. Foix, I inſtantly predicted our 


fate. I ſtrongly, however, aſſerted my 
own innocence; and the Colonel, though 
he acknowledged the cuſtody, yet as ſtrong- 


ly denied any information of the contents. 


 Offorio, he ſaid, had requeſted that he- 


would take charge of the box, which was 


repreſented to be of great value, and to 
which his opinton. of the. owner prevented 
the attachment of any ſuſpicion; The 
truth was, the cautious Swede conceived, . 
from the conſequence of our ſtation, that 
the fatal productions of his treacherous- 
induſtry would be perfectly ſecure in our 


poſſeſſion, until he had an opport unity of: 


fending it to Stockholm, or carrying it in: 
| . to tnat. city. 
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Rette part of her narrative, Madam de 
- Sicke Foix was interrupted: by one of the 
guards, who pronounced, that every thing 
was nearly ready for purſuing. the journey; 
but another meſſage being ſent to the 
Governor, whoſe power was diſcretional, 
he attended in perſon, and, with much po- 
liteneſs and humanity, ordered the guard. 
to wait until the priſoners were better re. 
covered from the fatigues. of their long. 
n 5 
| en de Saint Foix now cogcluded 
her ſtory the caſe was, ſhe ſaid, juſt as 
the Colonel had mentioned. His good 
nature, or rather his credulity, had been 


5 impoſed upon; the ſuſpicion of their be- 


ing concerned in the treaſon, aroſe from 

their being peculiarly attached to Oſſorio: 
and the Czarina's indiſpoſition prevent- 
ing the interference of her clemency and 
friendſhip, the miniſter had paſſed a 
ſummary ſontence, by which both the 
Colonel and herſelf were baniſhed to Siberia 

for life — In vain. did they petition, and. 
: | implore 


implore ſor mercy 1 vain did they 


remonſtrate to juſtice; the unfeeling 
miniſter rejected their appeals, and would, 


but for the amiable interpoſition of 


the Great Duke, have condemned them 
both to the anne of the double 
s knout. 


Alt the recital of this melancholy event, 


Albert and Leinſter, who believed it to be, 


as it really was, implicit truth, felt the 


deepeſt concern. All that friendſhip could 


dictate was promiſed ; and the unfortunate 
pair, knowing the great influence they both 
had at Peterſburgh, began to cheriſh hopes 


which had long departed from their 


breaſts; the only preſent ſervice which 


could be performed, was to obtain an 


order from the Governor of Mofſ- 


cow, for ſhort journies, proper reſpect, 


and neceflary accommodation on the road. 
Theſe favours were not only granted im- 
mediately, but the priſoners were permitted 


to viſit the Princeſs. at her own. reſidence, 
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and to remain in Re RA until che next 


mo r ning. 


The meeüng between Veda and Madam 
de Saint Foix, was truly affecting; as the 
Princeſs's affection, gratitude and pity, were 
at once excited in Madam de Saint Foix, 
love, reſpect, and the remembrance of 
better days, combined they embraced 
each other with tears of tenderneſs, until 
at length, by adding the promiſes of her per- 
ſonal intereſt with the Empreſs, when ſne 
ſhould have the happinels of ſeeing her, 
Veda almoſt entirely removed the terrors 
* Daiven. 


The evening was 1 as: happy to 
the Priſoners, as their ſituation would 
permit of. The adventures of Veda and 
Polydorus—of Albert and Leinſter — the 
fate of Czerſkaſkoi and Ruvinus together 
with the puniſhment of Oſmin— and the 
particulars of the Siege and ſurrender of 
W repeated, and the dread of 


perpetual. 


N 


Spetüsl banilhment loſt in the wonders | 


of ieee 


'» 


ut it was intended to purſue the] journey 
to Siberia at an early hour the next morn- 


ing, the Governor, who attended all the 


while, recommended the parties not to 
ſee each other any more, until their meet- 
ing ſhowed be made completely happy by 
the reverſal of an unjuſt judgment, which 
he ſaid appeared too probable to admit of 
| any doubt. Colonel and. Madam de Saint 
Foix, inſtead of being remanded to the 
_ guard-houle, were permitted to continue all 
night under the roof of their illuſtrious 


friends, and matters fo ſettled, that for the 


remainder of the route they were to be 
priſoners only in name. The good Gover- 


nor departed ; and, as fleep became indiſ- 


penſible to the fatigties which the priſoners 
had already endured, they retired to reſt 
entirely releaſed from ſolicitude. * 


The misfortunes of Colonel de Saint Foix 
and un Lady, were now an additional 
ſtimulus 


— — — 


— 
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15 ſtimulus to expedite the journey to Peterſ- 


burgh; but the Princeſs obſerving Poly- 


dorus look grave at the thoughts of being 


— 


left entirely alone, requeſted of Albert his 
approbation of remaining at Moſcow, until 
her father might with propriety appear at 
the capital: to this propoſal, Albett, with- 
out heſitation, agreed; and in a few days, 
accompanied by Leinſter only, took his 
e . * 
; 9 859 
F; Upon their arrival at Peterſburgh, they 
found, to their unſpeakable joy, that the 
Empreſs was in a regular, progreſlive ſtate 
of amendment; ; and that the dignity 
of the Ruſſian crown would not ſuffer 
the diſgrace intended it in the miniſterial 
conſtruction of a regency. As the Czarina's 
« malady was of an extraordinary and alarm- 
ing nature, ſo was the joy of her ſubjects 
unbounded and univerſal. When the fa- 
culty pronounced her perfectly recovered, 
ſhe ſignified her royal intentions of re- 
turning public thanks in the chapel of Saint 
| Nicholas; and, upon that occaſion, the 
beauty 
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War and ſplendour which the: city dH. 
Played, was unparalleled in the 9 
of Rs. ; 


Among thoſe to whom the Empreſs gave 


firſt audiences were, Prince Albert and 
Leinſter ; ſhe complimented both, in very 
High terms, upon their bravery and good 
fortune, and liſtened to the detail of their 
phate with great ſatisfaction. 


"= the buſineſs of Polydorus Mall 
but of little doubt, the firſt object of the 
two friends was that of de Saint Foix. 


Catherine had but a faint recollection of 


the affair; and, upon hearing a judicious 
ſtatement thereof, expreſſed her diſappro- 
bation of the proceedings and ſentence, in 
terms extremely wounding to the Miniſter. 


The Miniſter was at that time ſo much 
intoxicated at the certainty of holding his 
poſts, and committing ſo many inſolent and 
barefaced acts of illiberal revenge, againſt 
thoſe who had favoured a conſtitutional 

ny. - 3 regency, 


1 


regency, that every generous eye bebeld 
him with diſguſt and indignation ; -but the 
. Czarina, though ſhe ſecretly deſpiſed his 
meaſures, thought proper, for private rea- 
, to 8 ſatisfied. 


In the caſe of Colonel and Madam de 
Saint Foix, however, ſhe would be un- 
controuled. Madam de St. Foix had been 
a favourite, and was now become more 
- intereſting, on account of her misfortunes. 
In vain did the Miniſter urge the appear- 


ance of criminality, and the neceſſity of 


- puniſhment ; from the whole ſtatement of 


the matter, the Empreſs could ſee no pro- 


bable motive in the ſuppoſed offenders; 
and being well acquainted with the eaſy and 
accommodating nature of de St. Foix, at 
once gave credit to the ahuſe which Oſſorio 


had practiſed upon his N 


An event occurred at this. moment, 
| which not only removed all ſuſpicion from 
the condemned parties, but threw the 
craity Miniſter into a ſtate of infinite em- 

barraflment. 


\ 


1 
; 
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. 
barrafſment. Olſorio having eſcaped datt- 
ger, wrote to the Ruſſian Miniſter of the 


War department, a: full acknowledgment: 


of his buſineſs at Peterſburgh ; aſſerting, 
that notwithſtanding the popular odium 
againſt fuchr a ſtation, the true patriot was 
juſtifiable in ſerving his country in any 


hape that might appear moſt eligible, and 
ring Bis poſition by examples of 


ancient and modern heroiſm. | | 


To this open avowal was added a fa 


lemn atteſtation of Colonel and Madam 


de Saint Foix's perfect innocence, alledg - 
ing expreſsly the ſame reaſons for the box. 
being in their apartment, as they them- - 
ſelves ' had ſuggeſted: in their defence; 


namely, that from the reſpect in which 


they were held, and their cloſe connection 
with the Court, ſuſpicion would not pro- 
bably reach them, and that if any acci- 
dent ſhould happen to him, the depoſit” 
would, at all events be delivered up 


to whomſoever he ſhould aſſign it; Co- 
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feet de Saint Foix {till remaining igao- 
Tant * unconſcious of its contents. 


This letter being delivered to the Em- 
preſs, an order was inſtantly iſſued for the 
_ . recal of the oppreſſed parties. At the 
ſame time, the Czarina's approbation of 
Polydorus's return was formally announced, 
and meſſengers ſent expreſs to Moſcow 


and Siberia, with the happy communica- . 
1 5 tions! 


The news Wo 3 Albert” s marriage 
s having long reached his illuſtrious rela- 


tives; and his return from Belgrade to | 


Peterſburgh being now known to them; 
he received letters from his ſiſter in Poliſh . 
Lithuania, intimating an intended journey 
of that Princeſs to Peterſburgh: to a ſtrong 


inclination of being perſonally known to 
the Czarina, was now added an ardent 
defire of ſeeing and embracing Veda, of 


whofe beauty and merit ſhe had heard ſo 
much. Albert received this intelligence 
wich che utmoſt ſatisfaction; and, ſuch was 
his 


(i 


\ 
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his true friendſhip for Leinſter, that he 
immediately reſolved upon facilitating an 


object which he bad long, though ſecretly, . 
reſolved on. In reſpect to poſſeſſions, the : 


inequality between his ſiſter and Leinſter, , 


was great; but he wiſely recolle&ed that 


fortune was not the principal element of 


connubial happinefs, and he. obſerved, in- 
the generous diſpoſition of his friend, 
| ſources of! enjoyment far more eſtimable 
than thoſe. of wealth. 


\ } 


Tt appeared, Mea neceſſary to con 
ſult the hearts of both; Leinſter had al- 


ready ſeen the picture of the Princeſs, who 
was named Sophia, and expreſſed a warm 


encomium upon her charms; but Sophia 
was yet unacquainted 'with the diſpoſition: 
and perſon of his friend. He therefore 
determined they ſhould: ſee and converſe : 
with each other, . before he made-any for-- 
mal declaration of his wiſhes. 
While Albert was thus benevolentiy- 
contemplating an extenſion of happineſs; 
P 3 | | ani 
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an expreſs arrived from the Princeſs at 
Moſcow — the melancholy aſpect of the 
meſſenger, and the inky ſignet of his diſ- 
patches announced ſomething fatal! With: 
trembling hands, and beating heart, the 
Prince broke open the ſeal, and found, 
alas! that Polydorus was no more! _ rom 
a tranſient glimpſe of earthly joys, 
much, perhaps, for the infirmity of ee 
he had been ſuddenly called to eternal. 
bliſs, and he refigned. his laſt breath upon: 
the afflicted boſom of his daughter.. 


The letter, which was written by Sem 
proni, at the deſire of the Princeſs, de- 
ſcribed the old man as having im his laſt 
moments received an earneſt of that re- 
ward which Heaven was preparing for his 
virtues. For an inſtant. he appeared to 
ſhrink from the icy hand of death, and 
falling back ward on a ſofa, betrayed ſigns 
of human frailty - but recovering his reſo 
lution, he raiſed his eyes to Heaven, and 
bleſſed the will of Providence. The Princeſs 

was then 1 in her own apartment; and Sem 
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proni, who happened to be with Polydorus, 
had good ſenſe enough not to alarm her by 
a too ſudden communication.“ Go,” ſaid: 
Polydorus, in feeble accents, “and gently 
tell my daughter, that I wiſh to fee her— — 
you may add, by way of preparation, that 
IL. appear diſordered, but ſuffer not your 
fears to diſturb her too much with the ap- 
prehenſions of my approaching diſſolution.“ 
Semproni not thinking it proper to leave 
him, would have rung the bell for aſſiſt- 
ance, but Polydorus ſaid there was no im 
mediate danger, and requeſted he would 
be himſelf the meſſenger. Semproni re- 


paired to the Princeſs; and, guided by good 


ſenle and affection, delivered his ſad meſ- 


A 


— 


When the Princeſs dere the room, 
Polydorus was ſeated upon the ſofa— His 
viſage pale —his eyes languid—his hands 


eroſſed upon his breaſt ! With ſome dif- 


ficulty, at the appearance of his daughter, 
he raiſed himſelf up, and aſſuming a ſmile: 


of inex We ſweetneſs and compoſure, 


entreated 
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entreated her not: to be alarmed; but to- 
approach him. Almoſt. incapable of 
moving, yet inpelled by love and duty, 
the. obeyed, and ſeated * b beſide a. 


” dying . | 


nn Vedi,” ſaid Polydorus, 
- preſſing her trembling hand te, his. 


cold pale lips thou treaſure” of my; 
remaining moments, be not alarmed at 


the appearance of an event common to, 
and unavoidable even by, thoſe who are 
afraid to die. Learn, my child, from the- 


| example of a-father, when it ſhall pleaſe: 


the Almighty's will co ſummon you, that: 
a mind ſtrengthened ; by grace can meet 
the ſtroke of death with perfect reſigna- 
tion — that the longeſt life is but a ſhort= - 
paſſage to eternity. Bleſſed, oblivion, 
continued he, how nearly doſt thou ap- 


proach to everlaſting, Joys! How near is- 
the end of frail and corrupt nature to the 


beginning of that pure and perpetual hap- 


op pineſs which my departing ſoul at this 
extatic moment participates! Hr He would 


have 


G 


have proceeded, but nature denied bim | 
utterance; a- ſhort convulſion followed, I: 


and he te 


* 


The death of Polydorus, though in itſelf 


afflicting, was yet an eyent which, at his 


advanced period, might be expected: 
Albert and Leinſter, therefore, conſidered 
it with good ſenſe, though, at the ſame time, 
with tenderneſs; but the probable effects. 
it might have upon the health and ſpirits: 


olf the Princeſs, alarmed all their feelings ;;. ; 
and the former immediately reſolved upon. 22 


e to Moſcow. 


| This journey n prevented by 


the arrival of a ſecond expreſs from Moſcow, . 


with an account of Colonei and Madam de 


- St. Foix having returned to that city. In 


purſuance of the Governor's. orders they 


had been treated on the journey with every 


degree of reſpect and delicacy; and had, 
by eaſy ſtages, reached ſo far as Kerga, 


in the province of Archangel: when Ma- 


dam de Saint Foix, who was far advanced 
; | in 
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in her pregnancy, found herſelf unable to 
proceed; and was, in a few hours, ſafely de- 
lveredof a daughter in that fortreſs. During: 
their neceſſary detention at. Kirga, che 
meſſenger from Pererſburgh, with the Cza-- 
rina's mandate of recal, arrived, and having: 
produced the Imperial orders, the officer 
of the eſcort immediately informed the: 
Colonel that he was no * a n | 


This happy Weges having contri-- 
buted much to Madam de Saint Foix's: 
recovery, ſcarcely had- Polydorus- breathed: 
His laſt, when ſhe and the Colonel arrive 
at. Veda's. mournful habitation. Their af-- 
fectionate and judicious attention greatly 
alleviated the poignant afffiction of their 
generous friend and benefactreſs; who» 
welcomed them witli all the kind PENN 
her ſorrow would admit of. 


6 oy the papers of polydorus was 

found a teſtamentary writing, by which he 

bequeathed all his fortune, reſtored to bim 
| . . by- 


Sz, 
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by the reverſal of his ſentence, to his ſon 

_ Leinſter, and his daughter Zamoiſki ; and 
in which he directed that his body ſhould *' | 
be ſent into the province of Servia, and 
depoſited in the cave, where, as he ex- 
ꝓreſſed himſelf, his ſoul had ſo often com- 
muned with God.  Veda's affection for her 
beloved parent, would fain have diſpenſed 
with this injunction, as ſhe wiſhed him to 
be interred in Peterſburgh; but an implicit 
obedience to his will, oyercame every 
other confideration ; and Colonel de Saint 9 
Foix immediately undertook the office ll 
of attending the funeral. - } 


— ———ů —— — __— 
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It was accordingly agreed that the body, 
with all poffible ſtate, Ahould be ſent as 
directed by the writing; and that Colonel 
de Saint Foix, together with Sempron, as 
an aſſiſtant attendant, ſhould ſee it interred 

| agreeably to the will of the deceaſed; The 
Princeſs and Madam de Saint Foix, were 
to leave Mofeow, which was now no 

longer either convenient, or agreeable ; 
| and 


and the Colonel, having finiſhed this lat 
Kind office, was to join them at Peterſ. 3 
burgh. | 


_- 


Every ia being prepared, Veda took 
a laſt parting look at her reverend parent's 
lifeleſs corpſe ; bedewed it with tears of 
filial ſorrow; and, accompanied by Madam 
de Saint Foix, departed from Moſcow, 
while the body of Polydorus, placed on 4 
magnificent funeral bier, and attended by 
a ſuitable train, ſet forward for Servia. 


When the proceſſion reached the bor- 
ders of the province, it was met by a 
numerous company of peaſants, and a band 
of beautiful Servian girls, who ſtrewed the 
earth with a flowery carpet; and preceded 
the hearſe from the entrance of the valley,to 
the cave, which they had already decorated 
with various rural devices. A deep vault had 
alſo been dug, and ſecured by a thick wall 
of brick, as a voluntary tribute of Servian 
pate; ; and acl a REP black ſtone,” 

placed 
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placed over the entrance of the care, the 
Etiowing lh lines — 


THIS 33 
Hallowed-and unpolluted Shrine, 
Faithful to its facred truſt, 
e contains | 
THE BOD OF POLYDORUS.. 
* Reaper, ; 3 
11 thou wouldſt wiſh to follow: . 
Hliis BLes8eD SIA I, 
Thou muſt imitate his Virtues ; EP 
Aga, by acts of earthly Benevolence, . 
1 ; obtain 
The fayour and everlaſting joys off 
HEAVEN. 


The interment of Polydorus —whoſe 
ſlicred: mauſoleum will ever be viſited 'with: 
reverence by. the grateful Seryiins— being 
over, Colonel de Saint Foix, attended by 
Semproni, immediately purſued the near-- 
eſt route to Peterſburgh ; where the Prin-- 
ceſs and Madam de Saint Foix had already: 
arrived ; and where he found, alſo, the: 

Vor. IV. 1 Q. Prince 


— 4 


Cr 


15 Prince and Leinſter; .to whom, as the 


agents of his redemption, he poured forth- 
his moſt grateful acknowledgments. The 


\ Princeſs Sophia had. now alſo arrived in 
the capital; Madam de Saint Foix was 
reinſtated in the royal favour; and the 


public mind enlivened by che Czarina' 8. 
perfect recovery. | 1 


- 


N othing Wake to complete the ge- 


neral happineſs, but a double alliance 


between the two friends. Leinſter, finding, 


in the ſiſter of Albert, as many charms. 


of mind and perſon, as Albert had diſ- 
covered in the daughter of Palydorus, 


ſoon avowed his paſſion, which being ap- 


proved of by the Princeſs Sophia, they 
were ſhortly after united in the holy bands. 


of rige 


The ae which Polydorys ag" by 


will divided, Albert nobly gave entire to 


| Leinſter, and the Czarina, with a gene- 
| Toſity of ſoul, known but ſeldom, even to 
royalty itſelf, prefented her favourite, the 


new 


6 1 * 
new governor, with a gift of Czer- 


ſkaſkoi's lands, which, as he died with-- 


out heirs, had devolved as an eſcheat to A 
the Imperial. diadem. | 


The Czarina's munificence was alſo libe-- 
rally extended to eee Saint Foix, 
whom ſhe promoted to the rant pf General, 
and honoured with a greater degree. of 
confidence than ever; and Sempfoni, whoſe - 
birth, edubation, and fidelity commanded : 
Eſteem and retribution, "was rewarded with: 

+ valuable poſt in Wiatkas., 


, | 1 
A 
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THE END. 
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